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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the communication filed on December 6, 2004, 
which paper has been placed of record in the file. 

2. Claims 1-26 and 28 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments/Amendment 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-26 and 28 have been considered 
but are moot in view of new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 16-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Kitchen 
et al (hereinafter Kitchen), U.S. Patent No. 6,289,322. 

Regarding to claim 16, Kitchen discloses an electronic bill payment system, 
comprising: 

a database configured to store bill availability information identifying available bills 
of a plurality of different billers for a plurality of different users (column 6, lines 59-65); 
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a processor configured to receive a real time network communication of an amount of 
one of the available bills identified in the stored bill availability information for a first of a 
plurality bf different users from a first of the plurality of different billers and a real time 
network communication of an instruction to pay the one available bill from the first user 
(column 6, lines 50-58 and column 8, lines 55-67)., to generate a directive to pay the 
amount of the available bill based upon the received communicated pay instruction, and 
to store the received communicated amount in the database in association with the bill 
availability information identifying the one available bill (column 8, line 63-column 9, line 
2%. 

Regarding to claim 17, Kitchen discloses the processor is further configured to 
transmit the stored bill availability information identifying the one available bill for the 
first user, prior to receive the real time network communication of the amount and d of 
the instruction to pay (column 7, line 65-column 8, line 37). 

Regarding to claim 18, Kitchen discloses the database is further configured to 
store the bill availability information so as to further identify those of the identified 
available bills which required information relevant to the amount of those bills; and the 
one available bill is one of those of the plurality of available bills further identified as 
requiring relevant information (column 6, line 59-co1umn 7, line 5). 

Regarding to claim 19, Kitchen discloses the database is further configured to 
stored a previously received communicated amount of the available bill and the 
received amount of the one available bill (column 12, lines 65-column 13, line 5 and 
column 9, lines 15-20). 
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Claims 20-25 are written in computer software and have similar the limitations as 
found in claims 16-19 discussed above, therefore are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-15, 26, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kitchen et al, U.S. Patent No. 6,289,322 in view of Elgamal, U.S. 
Patent No. 5,671,279. 

Regarding to claims 1 and 6, Kitchen discloses an electronic bill payment 
network, comprising: 

a plurality of user network stations associated with a plurality of different users, a 
first of the plurality of user network stations being associated with a first of the plurality 
of different users and operable to transmit, in real time, an instruction to pay the 
available bill (figure 1 , items 120a-120d and column 8, lines 55-67) ; 

a plurality of biller network stations associated with a plurality of different billers, 
a first of the plurality of biller network stations being associated with a first of the 
plurality of different billers and operable, in real time, to receive the transmitted 
information (figure 1, items 1 10a-1 10d and column 9, line 65-co1umn 10, line 5), and 
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a central network station operable, in real time, to receive the determined amount of the 
available bill and the transmitted pay instruction, and to direct payment of the 
determined amount of the available bill based upon the transmitted instruction to pay 
that available bill (figure 1,item 140; column 6, lines 50-58 and column 8, lines 63-67). 
Kitchen does not teach the user network station transmits information relevant to an 
amount of an available bill and the biller determines the amount of an available bill 
based on the relevant information such as product uses or meter reading. However, 

Kitchen does not teach the user network station transmits information relevant to 
an amount of an available bill and the biller determines the amount of an available bill 
based on the relevant information, wherein the transmitted relevant information is 
indicative of a quantity of product used. However, Kitchen does teach the user network 
station and the biller network station can communicate directly to transmit and receive 
the bill related information (column 9, line 65-co1umn 10, line 5). Moreover, Elgamal, 
discloses the user network station and the biller network station can communicate 
directly to transmit and receive the bill related information, wherein the transmitted 
relevant information is indicative of a quantity of product used (column 24, lines 45-46, 
column 26, lines 13-21 and column 27, lines 34-40, 53-58). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
improve the method of Kitchen's by allowing the biller can determine the amount of the 
bill based on transmitted from the user for the purpose of allowing the user and the biller 
can communicate directly to exchange the bill related information. 
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Regarding to claim 2, Kitchen discloses the central network station is further 
operable to transmit bill availability information identifying at least two of the plurality of 
available bills for the first user; and the first user network station is further operable to 
receive the transmitted bill availability information, to select the available bill from the 
identified at least two available bills and to transmit a request for the available bill based 
upon the selection prior to transmitting the relevant information (column 7, lines 65- 
column 8, line 37). 

Regarding to claim 3, Kitchen does not disclose the bill availability information 
identifies available bills without identifying an amount of each of the bills. Official notice 
is taken that it is obvious to modify the method of Kitchen in which the bill availability 
information does not contain an amount for the purpose of establishing the direct 
communication between the user and the biller to exchange the amount of the bill as 
discussed details in claim 1. 

Regarding to claim 4, Kitchen further discloses a database configured to store 
the bill availability information so as to further identify those of the identified available 
bills which required information relevant to the amount of those identified available bills 
(column 6, line 59-column 7, line 5). 

Regarding to claim 5, Kitchen further discloses the database is configured to 
store the determined amount (column 9, lines 15-20). 

Regarding to claim 7, Kitchen does not disclose wherein the transmitted relevant 
information is a meter reading. However, transmitting meter reading information is well 
known in the art. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the 
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art at the time the invention was made to include the feature above in Kitchen's modified 
by Elgamal above, for the purpose of providing relevant information to the biller, thus 
the biller can determine the amount of the bill. 

Regarding to claim 8, Kitchen further discloses the transmitted information is 
indicative of a disputed portion of a previously determined amount of the available bill 
(column 10, lines 32-42). 

Regarding to claim 9, Kitchen discloses the first biller network station is further 
operable, in real time, to transmit the available bill including a previously determined 
amount, and the determined amount of the available bill represents an adjustment to the 
previously determined amount (column 10, lines 35-42). 

Claims 10-15 are method claims that parallel the limitations as found in claims 1, 
2, 4-7, 9 discussed above, therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Claims 26, 28 are method claim that have similar limitations as found in claims 1 , 
2, 4, 5, as discussed above, therefore, are rejected by the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

8. Claims 1-26 and 28 are rejected. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to examiner Nga B. Nguyen whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-2901 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 
9:00AM-6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hyung S. Sough can be reached on (703) 308-0505. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 306-1113. 

10. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

. Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
C/o Technology Center 3600 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9326 (for formal communication intended for entry), 

or 

(703) 308-3691 (for informal or draft communication, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, Seventh Floor (Receptionist). 



Nga B. Nguyen 
March 3, 2005 



